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Finland’s Achievements and Risk Factors
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Revised Waste Framework Directive
• EU Council adopted amendments to WFD as part of the
“Circular Economy Package” in May 2018
• Package legally binding from 4th July
• Legally binding recycling targets for municipal waste:
• 55% by 2025; 60%by 2030; 65% by 2035

• By 2023: bio-waste to be collected separately or home
composted
• By 2025: separate collection for textiles and hazardous waste
• Other targets:
• 75% recycling of packaging waste by 2030
• Reduce landfill to maximum of 10% of all waste by 2030

• New minimum extended producer responsibility requirements

What is Bio-waste?
• Article 3(4)
• “bio-waste” means biodegradable garden
and park waste, food and kitchen waste from
households, offices, restaurants, wholesale,
canteens, caterers and retail premises and
comparable waste from food processing
plants.

• Article 3(4)(a)
• “food waste” means all food as defined in
Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of
the European Parliament and of the Council
(*) that has become waste.

Bio-waste Separation
• Article 22(1)
• Member States shall ensure that, by 31
December 2023 and subject to Article 10(2) and
(3), bio-waste is either separated and recycled at
source, or is collected separately and is not
mixed with other types of waste.
• Member States may allow waste with similar
biodegradability and compostability properties
which complies with relevant European
standards or any equivalent national standards
for packaging recoverable through composting
and biodegradation, to be collected together
with bio-waste.

Future Targets
• Article 11(e)(6)
• By 31 December 2024, the Commission shall
consider the setting of preparing for re-use and
recycling targets for construction and demolition
waste and its material-specific fractions, textile
waste, commercial waste, non-hazardous
industrial waste and other waste streams, as
well as preparing for re-use targets for municipal
waste and recycling targets for municipal biowaste. To that end, the Commission shall submit
a report to the European Parliament and to the
Council, accompanied, if appropriate, by a
legislative proposal.

Measurement and Calculation
• Article 11(a)(4)
• For the purpose of calculating whether the targets laid
down in points (c), (d) and (e) of Article 11(2) and in
Article 11(3) have been attained, the amount of municipal
biodegradable waste that enters aerobic or anaerobic
treatment may be counted as recycled where that
treatment generates compost, digestate, or other output
with a similar quantity of recycled content in relation to
input, which is to be used as a recycled product, material
or substance. Where the output is used on land, Member
States may count it as recycled only if this use results in
benefits to agriculture or ecological improvement.
• As from 1 January 2027, Member States may count
municipal bio-waste entering aerobic or anaerobic
treatment as recycled only if, in accordance with Article
22, it has been separately collected or separated at
source.

Measurement and Calculation
• Article 11(a)(9)
• In order to ensure uniform conditions for the
application of this Article, the Commission shall
adopt by 31 March 2019 implementing acts
establishing rules for the calculation, verification
and reporting of data, in particular as regards:
• (a) a common methodology for the calculation of
the weight of metals that have been recycled in
accordance with paragraph 6, including quality
criteria for the recycled metals, and
• (b) bio-waste separated and recycled at source.

Biowaste Measures and Standards
• Article 22(2)
• Member States shall take measures in accordance with
Articles 4 and 13, to:
• (a) encourage the recycling, including composting and
digestion, of bio-waste in a way that fulfils a high level of
environment protection and results in output which
meets relevant high-quality standards;
• (b) encourage home composting; and
• (c) promote the use of materials produced from biowaste.

• Article 22(3)
• By 31 December 2018, the Commission shall request the
European standardisation organisations to develop
European standards for bio-waste entering organic
recycling processes, for compost and for digestate,
based on best available practices.

Food Waste… Mixed or Separated?
• Article 10(2) says that bio-waste should
be collected separately if it is:
• “technically and environmentally
practicable..” (TEEP “…and shall not be
mixed with other waste or other material with
different properties.”

• Article 11(1) says that the material
collected must:
• “meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.”
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Food Waste Collections – UK Trials
• Trials in 21 local authorities
• 135,000 households in total
• Trials ran from 2007 to
end 2008
• All trials monitored
• 150 UK local authorities now
collect food waste separately
• 9.3 million UK households
now provided with a service

English ‘Collection Consistency Framework’

How the system works…

Food waste treatment
•
•
•
•

259 Biogas (AD) & 362 compost plants
Biogas /AD capacity grown x10 in 8 years
>2 M tonnes food waste recycled (all sources)
Capital funding available from WRAP

• 3 year trials
• Showed benefits of digestate & compost
• Developed standards
• Guidance for farmers

Bio-based or biodegradable plastics?

To Summarise the Key Issues…
• Bio-waste includes municipal food waste
• Separate collection obligations could be
interpreted such that
• food and garden can continue to be collected mixed
• unless their properties are sufficiently different and
the relevant recycling sector requires the material to
be separated

• High quality of inputs and outputs will be required
and a standard introduced
• Bio-waste collection containment (e.g. bags),
which ends up in the processing plant, will need
to be reviewed
• Various clauses within the Directive are not
sufficiently clear!
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