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Foreword

There are No Others is a project conceived and
implemented by bringing together two artists, of
two different art forms from different countries,
continents, and cultures to begin with. The
project led to further collaboration with a working
artist team. The collaborating artists for the
project are Vera Lapitskaya (dance artist, project
applicant), Madhu Raghavendra (poet), Edward
Petroff (videography, photography), Dimitris
Tatsis (music, sound design), Isabella Mansnérus
(dancer, video assistant), and Natalia Kochelenko
(logistics, consultancy).

There were preliminary discussions between
the poet and the dancer on what their idea of
freedom and hope meant to them for a better
world. The poet then wrote six poems, over a
period of a few months, for the project, partly
during his international writer’s residency at the
University of Towa.

The dance artist, who also happens to be the
primary applicant and director of the project
envisioned it a way as to align it with the human
relationship with nature as an underlying theme
which brought a surreal lightness to the project.






The multi-layered exploration of proximity
between the humanbody and different environments
led the artist to a journey of unfolded metaphors and
meanings, looking for the answers: how everyone
and everything can be included, how the differences
can be accepted as they are, how we can peacefully
coexist with each other in this world?

The first public showcase of the project
was in Helsinki on 18 February 2023 at the
multidisciplinary art event organised by Catalystiry,
an association of transcultural artists living and
working in Finland. In the year 2023, the project
continues touring and will be showcased at several
art and educational events in Finland and India,
including X-Dance festival in Helsinki which
focuses on inclusive practices and multifarious
representations of body and mind in the dance field
nationally and internationally. The project will also
be showcased at some of India’s biggest festivals like
the Mathrubhumi International Festival of Letters.

We thank the Arts Promotion Centre Finland
Taike grant for helping us bring this project to
fruition, and reaffirming our hope in the power
of interdisciplinary art.

Vera Lapitskaya
Madhu Raghavendra
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Harmony '

When you feel lonely, sit by a river .,
When you feel empty, gaze at clouds ™
When you feel tired, lie on the grass
When you feel defeated, befriend a firefly . |
When you feel anxious, shut your gadgets
When you feel pensive, listen to the rain
When you feel rushed, follow a snail

When you feel restless, take a hike

eavy, hold a leaf

happy, ‘climb a treet’ s &0
When you fee angry, watch a butterfly b A
When you feeldisconnected, grow roots
When you feel full, step into an ocean -
When you feel useless, plant a sapling

When you feel somethmg -

Share it with nature k -

What you learn from r nature
Share it with yourself *
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Peace

Create chaos. \
Create chaos on a white sheet
Through painting and music
Through dance and poetry
Through stories and drama.
Fight artistic norms,

Blow up purists of arts

By dropping avant-garde bombs.

Risk stepping on landmines of new art
Take away borders

£

There are so many formulas
To create chaos.

Why war?
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from where I see the wor
comfortably go on without me
yet I feed it bread crumbs and broken biscuits.

In the end I know
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Space conn
see you

My bra
I don’t have
Being kind is the
since you never know wha

As Auden says, if equal affection canno

let the more loving one be me.

This is a cbam poem created by students during a poetry workshop
ttergood Friends School on the lowa

de Hey, Paul Taylor, and Sam Taylor
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